Litir do Luchd-ionnsachaidh

le Ruairidh Macllleathain

Na Ceiltich (1)

A special programme, in the form of a “letter”, designed for Gaelic learners who
already have some knowledge of the language. A short vocabulary and comments on
points of grammar and figures of speech are included with the text. If you have
comments, Ruairidh can be contacted at roddy.maclean@bbc.co.uk. This is Litir 970.
Note that there is also a simplified version called An Litir Bheag which is likewise
available on the BBC website. Litir Bheag 666 corresponds to Litir 970.

Halo, a-rithist. Anns na seachdainean romhainn, tha mi a’ dol a dhéanamh sreath
Litrichean air na Ceiltich. Bidh fios agaibh gur e canan Ceilteach a th’ anns a’
Ghaidhlig. Uaireigin, bha na Ceiltich nan sluagh cumhachdach a bha a’ fuireach
thairis air moran sgirean anns an Roinn Eorpa. Bheir sinn suil orra anns na
seachdainean air thoiseach oirnn.

Thathar a’ smaoineachadh gun robh na Ceiltich — feadhainn aig an robh canan
Ceilteach — mu-thrath rin lorg ann am moran chearnaidhean anns an ochdamh linn ro
Chriosd. Bha iad ann ri Linn an Umha agus ri Linn an larainn —ann am meadhan na
Roinn Eorpa, far a bheil an Fhraing an-diugh agus ann am Breatainn is Eirinn.

Tha mi airson ar n-eachdraidh a thoiseachadh anns a’ bhliadhna tri cheud is
naochad (390) ro Chriosd. Aig an am sin, bha na Ceiltich ann am meadhan na mor-
thir an sas ann an eilthireachd. Chaidh feadhainn tarsainn nam Beanntan Ailpeach gu
ruige far a bheil ceann a tuath na h-Eadailt an-diugh. Lean iad orra agus rinn iad
sgrios air baile air a bheil sinn uile edlach — An Roimh. Tha cuid de luchd-eachdraidh
dhen bheachd gun do chuir na ROmanach romhpa an uvair sin a bhith cho laidir ’s
nach déanadh treubhan Ceilteach sgrios orra mar sin tuilleadh.

Tha cuid de luchd-eachdraidh dhen bheachd gun do lagaich na Ceiltich cultar
is eaconamaidh nan Eatruscanach. B’ e sin sluagh cumhachdach a bha a’ fuireach gu
tuath air an Roimh. Agus bha treubhan Ceilteach cuideachd a’ gluasad gu sear. Bha
tosgairean Ceilteach ann an cuirt Alasdair Uaibhrich, righ ainmeil Mhasadoinia.
Chaidh iad cho fada ris a> Mhuir Dhubh agus dh’fheuch iad ri faighinn a-steach a
cheann a deas na Greige ann an da cheud, seachdad ’s a naoi (279) RC.

Chaidh an armailt aca cho fada ri Delphi, baile ainmeil naomh. Bha iad ag
amas air an stuth phriseil a bh’ air a chumail sa bhaile sin thaighinn dhaibh fhein.
Chan eil e soilleir de thachair. Tha cunntasan anns a’ Ghréig gun do rinn cur is
cathadh agus maoimean-sl¢ibhe dion air a’ bhaile. Tha cunntasan eile ann gun robh
na Ceiltich soirbheachail agus gun tug iad ulaidh leotha gu na duthchannan aca fhein.

Ge brith de thachair, cha do dh’thuirich na Ceiltich anns a’ Ghreig. Bha na
Greugaich a’ toirt ionnsaigh orra fad na h-uine, chaill iad an ceannard aca agus
chaidh iad an comhair an cuil air ais gu na duthchannan Ceilteach.

Ach thachair rudeigin eile a lagaich armailt nan Ceilteach anns a’ Ghreig.
Dh’fhalbh moran dhiubh — timcheall air fichead mile uile-gu-léir — gu ruige
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Anatoilia, seach a bhith a’ fuireach anns a’ Ghreig. ’S e Anatoilia duthaich mhor ris
an canadh na Romanaich Asia Minor. An-diugh tha e anns an Tuirc.

Carson a chuir na Ceiltich seo romhpa a dhol gu Anatoilia, ge-ta? Uill, fhuair
iad cuireadh a dhol ann. Bha Righ Greugach ann an Anatoilia — fear Nicomedes I,
Righ Bhithynia. Thug esan cuireadh do na Ceiltich sin a dhol tarsainn a’ chaolais
faisg air Byzantium (far a bheil Istanbul an-diugh), agus leantainn orra gu meadhan
Anatolia. Bha tri treubhan mora ann — na Tolistobogii, na Tectosages agus na Trocmi
— agus treubhan beaga a bharrachd, ach bha an aon chanan aca — canan Ceilteach.
Thug iad an ainm don sgire anns an do rinn iad tuineachadh — Galatia.

* % * * %

Faclan na Litreach: Ceiltich: Celts; eilthireachd: emigration; An Roimh: Rome;
luchd-eachdraidh: historians; A’ Mhuir Dhubh: The Black Sea; armailt: army; naomh;
sacred; cunntasan: accounts; lagaich: weakened; An Tuirc: Turkey; cuireadh:
invitation; treubhan: tribes.
Abairtean na Litreach: Anns na seachdainean romhainn: in the weeks ahead [of
us]; uaireigin, bha na Ceiltich nan sluagh cumhachdach: at one time, the Celts were a
powerful people; air thoiseach oirnn: in front of us; thathar a’ smaoineachadh: it’s
thought; gun robh na Ceiltich mu-thrath rin lorg ann am moran chearnaidhean anns
an ochdamh linn ro Chriosd: that the Celts were already to be found in many areas in
the eighth century before Christ; bha iad ann ri Linn an Umha agus ri Linn an
larainn: they were there during the Bronze Age and Iron Age; tha mi airson ar n-
eachdraidh a thoiseachadh: | want to start our story; far a bheil ceann a tuath na h-
Eadailt an-diugh: where the north of Italy is today; cho laidir ’s nach déanadh
treubhan Ceilteach sgrios orra mar sin tuilleadh: so strong that Celtic tribes would
never again destroy them like that; gun do rinn cur is cathadh agus maoimean-sléibhe
dion air a’ bhaile: that snow storms and landslides protected the town; soirbheachail
agus gun tug iad ulaidh leotha: successful and that they took treasure with them; agus
leantainn orra gu meadhan Anatoilia: and to continue to the centre of Anatolia; thug
iad an ainm don sgire anns an do rinn iad tuineachadh — Galatia: they gave their name
to the area they colonized - Galatia.
Puing-chanain na Litreach: Bha tosgairean Ceilteach ann an cuirt Alasdair
Uaibhrich, righ ainmeil Mhasadoinia: there were Celtic ambassadors at the court of
Alexander the Great, the famous king of Macedonia. The genitive form of Alasdair
Uaibhreach is Alasdair Uaibhrich. In recent times there has been a tendency with an
indefinitive masculine noun in the genitive singular, where an adjective is present,
for neither noun or adjective to be inflected for the genitive eg geansaidh balach beag
rather than geansaidh balaich bhig. With given names, however, we tend to be more
conservative and stick to the older model eg Taigh Sheumais Mhoir for ‘Big Jimmy’s
house’ rather than Taigh Seumas Mor.
Gnathas-cainnt na Litreach: chaidh iad an comhair an cuil air ais gu na
duthchannan Ceilteach: they went backwards back to the Celtic lands.
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